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     DRAFT MINUTES OF KIRKLAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING                                                                          
13th July 2026, 7:00pm
       held at Kirkland and Catterall Memorial Hall 
                      The Avenue, Churchtown.

	      

	Present; 
Kirkland Parish Council:

Mrs. K Davies Chairman
Mrs. A Walmsley
Mrs. J Thompson
Mr.  G Williams

                                               Pc Mark Stringer     




Angela Nicholls: Clerk to the Parish Council 
1657.  APOLOGIES  County Councillor James Tomlinson, PSCO Denise Creighton
1658.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
1659.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting 20th April 2026 being previously circulated, was agreed and signed by the Chairman.

1660.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Kim Cartain a potential Parish Councillor and long term resident joined the meeting and said she would like to serve my Community to the best of her ability. 

She thought it will be an enhancement to have a member of the Church Council on the Parish Council, working together when or if ever the need arises on community matter.
Kim was asked if there would be a conflict of interest between her Church Council and the Parish Council role she assured the Parish Councillors she could keep them separate.
PC Mark Stringer – He has just moved to Garstang Police and joined the meeting to familiarise himself with area. He has lots experience dealing with speeding and parking issues. He agreed to help the Parish Council to lobby for extended double yellow lines.
1661.  Planning Application

Application Number: 26/00470/FUL

Proposal: External shelter for customer dining with accessible toilets to provide

beer garden toilet fasciitis for wheelchair users

Location: The Horns Inn, The Avenue Churchtown Preston Lancashire

Grid Ref: SD348326 442995
No objections
1662.Churchtown Monument, condition and insurance value for replacement
Cllr. Thompson confirmed a retired structural engineer had checked the monument three years ago and at that stage it was okay but there was nothing in writing.

It was agreed that the Parish Council needs a written report on the condition of the Monument and the insurance replacement value. There are very few firms able to carry out the work. Cllr. Thompson agreed to speak to a contact for the best way forward.
1663.Highways/ Road issues
The Parish Council made PC Mark Stringer of the on going issues of parking and access in particular on Sunday and school pickup time. 
1664. Update on path from Village Hall to School.
Cllr. James Tomlinson was unable to attend and provided the following information
1. It appears to be unclear the exact width of land owned by Lancashire County Council a formal record is needed
2. Cllr. Tomlinson has spoken with the headmaster at Kirkland School, he is 100% behind the project and thinks, as you do it would make a massive difference.

3. Cllr. Tomlinson has spoken with the landowner and he seems reluctant to get on board, suggesting that the trees will be in the way and that the council only owns between the trees and fence, this would make a path difficult to construct. The path would ideally sit on the field side of the trees.  The landowner was asking for payment for any of his land that would be needed.
The Parish Council agreed the Clerk would write to the landowner asking him to get involved in the Community project as recompense for land from the council would difficult with very limited funds. 

1665. Churchtown in Bloom
It was unanimously agreed the Parish Council would pay the cost of the volunteers attending the regional and national meeting

1666. Clerk
New Clerk Peter Cartridge is formally appointed from the 1st August 2026 for a month’s handover taking over
the role from the 1st September 2025
1667. SpID Update

Councillor Anne Walmsley is unable to develop the SpID reporting because it will only work on a Windows Application. The new Clerk Peter Cartridge will use the Windows application on the Parish Council and will speak with Cllr. Walmsley to agree the best format for reporting the SpID statistics to the public.
1668. Finance 
Bank reconciliation to 30th June 2026
Accounts, bank reconciliation, internal scrutiny reports to 30th June 2026
Electronic copies delivered; Councillors are asked to scrutinise these documents. 

Councillors are asked to consider the following payments; 

Please note payments for the Churchtown Flood Group and Churchtown in Bloom are from funding and not Kirkland Parish Council, who administers these funds. 
Payments to be made by Bank Transfer 30th June 2026
Receipts since the last meeting:
May
Bank Interest 
£17.62
June
Bank Interest
£18.05
May
Lottery May
£12.50
June
Lottery June
£15.00
Standing Orders and Direct Debits 
Easy Web Sites May              £30.36

Easy Web Sites June             £30.36

Staff Costs May                    £274.22

Staff Costs June                   £474.12 (additional hours incurred recruiting new Clerk)

01/05/2026

Easy Web

Website

£30.36

07/05/2026

LALC

Membership 2026-2027

£53.92

07/05/2026

Towers & Gornall

Payroll

£67.20

13/05/2026

Rob 

Lengthsman out of pocket expenses

£46.48

31/05/2026

Garstang Town Council

Lengthsman

£750.52

01/06/2026

Easy Web

Website

£30.36

01/06/2026

Lorna Murdoch

Internal Auditor

£100.00

02/06/2026

Clear Insurance

Insurance including two SpIDs

£481.64

18/06/2026

K Davies

Reimburse bollard paint

£15.97

18/06/2026

HMRC

Tax

£271.67

29/06/2026

K Davies

Reimburse varnish

£13.75

30/06/2026

A Nicholls 

A Nicholls June (included additional hours incurred recruiting new Parish Clerk) 2026

£448.12

30/06/2026

A Nicholls 

A Nicholls May 2026 work from home

£26.00

30/06/2026

Garstang Town Council

Lengthsman June

£750.52

30/06/2026

Garstang Town Council

Lengthsman July

£750.52

Parish Clerks expenses £6.75
Councillors scrutinised and agreed to the accounts
1669. Co-option of Parish Councillor
The Parish Co-opted Kim Cartain onto the Parish Council to fill the vacancy

1670. Verbal Reports for information
Kirkland Memorial Hall  No recent meeting
The School House Trust  No recent meeting
Wyre Area Lancashire Association of Local Councils No recent meeting
Churchtown in Bloom: -
The Parish Council would like to thank Rob Ward the lengthsman and his apprentice Alex who  have been putting in additional work to get Churchtown ready for judging.  

The community is working well together and the Volunteers have been doing a tremendous job in the extreme heat getting Churchtown competition ready.
FLAG

Cllr Thompson had attended a recent meeting and detailed the ongoing work to protect Kirkland from flooding. It was noted that the work on the flood gate at Garstang is taking longer than planned. Drain blockages and maintenance are actively being followed up 
1671. AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING  7pm Kirkland Village Hall
· SpID data analysis.
· Update on path from Village Hall to School.
· Churchtown Monument

· Path from the school to the Village Hall

Next meeting Monday 14th September 2026 7pm Kirkland Village Hall


